
in his early youth, and from that time onward has never wearied in its
researches. And by his quiet and unobtrusive modesty he has exalted
its character as much as by his thorough and extensive acquirements. It
never had a more unassuming ora more worthy votary. The distinguish-
ed societies of this country and of Europe have enrolled him among their
numbers, and whenever he has appeared among them, he has been listen-
ed to with attention and respect. He occupied one of those high places
in which it will be hard to find a worthy successor.

Resolved, That we remember with gratitude and respect his character
as a man. Open-handed and generous, and affable alike to all, the rich
and the poor have lost in him a benefactor and a friend. And he has
left behind him a noble example of persevering constancy. A self-made
man, be has not for a moment relaxed in his industry, or suffered any
tempation to divert him from bis lofty aim. Both when standing almost
alone and unaided, and when his perseverance and devotion had multi-
plied his friends and increased his prosperity, he still remained the same

steadfast, laborious student, the same honest, independent and generous
man. And few have departed so young as him, wdio have left in any
community so many attached friends of every age and class, or so blight
and decided a character to revere and imitate.

Resolved, That we tender to the bereaved family of the deceased, our
earnest and heartfelt sympathy.

DR NORTH\p=m-\THE TREATMENT of CHRONIC DISEASES

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, j

Though a constant reader of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,
yet, by some oversight, I did not notice, till a day or two since, an article
' On the Treatment of Chronic Diseases," by Dr. North, of Saratoga
Springs, though it was published in the weekly number of April 23d. I
refer to this paper because it harmonizes so perfectly with my own long-
eheiished views on this subject.

It seems to me the medical profession have lost very much in not giv-
ing that prompt and constant attention to chronic diseases which Dr. N.
recommends. I know it is very difficult for a practitioner in medicine,
who attends to all branches of the healing art, and who is called from one
case of acute and dangerous disease to another, day by day, to recollect
the case of the chronic invalid, and more especially the symptoms of his
disease, when he sees him but once a week. But the fact that he does
not remember all these, though his avocations are such that it is impossi-
ble for him to do it, has unquestionably been the occasion (though on the
part of ihe practitioner the innocent occasion) of his patient's falling into
the bauds of some one of the numerous charlatans of the day. Would
it not be a great improvement in reference to such patients, if the phy-
sician would uniformly give them to understand, àt the first call, that
chronic diseases cannot be speedily eradicated—that when they have once
invaded the system, the process of cure must be slow and protracted, and
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restoration to health very gradual—that he shall by no means be neg-
lected—and that, if he depends on you for his physician, he shall be visit-
ed as often as the nature of his case demands. If a practitioner does not
choose to engage one of these protracted cases, he had better give his
patient such notice at his first visit ; but if he does so engage, let him do
it with a distinct understanding of the full amount of the time, remedies
and attendance, which will be necessary to restore health to the long-dis-
eased body, and let his efforts to accomplish that work of healing not be
relaxed till it is done.

The nature of such diseases, and the tendency which there naturally
is in a general practice to neglect, or seem to neglect them, has often
caused me to think that it wotdd be much better for such patients, and
for patients generally, and far more for the honor of the medical profes-
sion, if more of them confined their practice to the treatment of one spe-
cific disease, or one class of diseases. This is the case, to a far greater
extent, in Europe and England than in America ; though here, we have
the medical practitioner and the surgeon, the oculist, dentist, &c. Let
us have those who confine all their attention to one class of diseases, as

our professors in medical colleges lecture upon one branch of medical
science, and it seems to me it will be a decided improvement in medical
routine.

The importance of Dr. N.'s plan of " a manuscript blank volume, for
a case book ; in which each case and prescription should be carefully
noted," is of vast moment. It is by no means a new suggestion, but,
nevertheless, it ought to be repeated until it shall be universally adopted.
There are many reasons for its use. It serves not only to recall the
symptoms of that particular case, with the prescription given at the time,
which, the doctor remarks, are so often forgotten ; but it may be of great
utility as a reference in other cases of a like character when reviewed at
leisure. No physician can always call up, at any one moment, all the
best remedies for an individual case ; but, if he keep a memorandum of
his cases with the prescriptions, and carefully note down the effect of the
remedies, he will find it an invaluable assistant for future practice. We
know a physician who has pursued this course for many years, and, he
thinks, with great benefit.

ABSCESS AND SLOUGHING OF THE EXTERNAL CAROTID
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—My attention has just been called to the prize essay of the Con-
necticut Medical Society, by Dr. P. W. Ellsworth, which you have re-

cently published in your Journal. It was with no little surprise that I
met with allusions to my name in that essay, and the more so as I found
that in both instances where my name was used, the Dr. iiad fallen into
error. 1 allude to the case of abscess and sloughing of the external
carotid.

The account of the, case is correct so far as relates to the hemorrhage
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